
cus of the committee in 
drafting new local rules 
was first,  to incorpo-
rate all the changes 
made by the various 
general orders and sec-
ond, to make changes 
in the rules to improve 
practice.  Then with the 
passage of the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Preven-
tion and Consumer 
Protection Act of 2005, 
the new rules were re-
viewed and additional 
changes made to be 
consistent with the new 
law.   
 
After the Local Rules 
Committee finished its 
draft of the new rules, 
they were referred to 
the court for review 
and adoption.  As part 
of the adoption proc-
ess, public comment 
was solicited both by e-
mail and through a 
public hearing at the 
courthouse at which 
Chief Judge Redfield T. 
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By Michael Temple, Chief Deputy Baum and Judge 
Haines presided.  Cer-
tain changes were made 
as a result of the public 
comment, and the 
judges then enacted the 
new Local Rules of 
Bankruptcy Procedure 
through General Order 
No. 99.  That order 
also withdrew 25 gen-
eral orders, no longer 
needed because their 
provisions are now in-
cluded in the new Local 
Rules. 
 
The new Local Rules of 
Bankruptcy Procedure 
are posted to the 
court's web site at 
ww.azb.uscourts.gov. 
The new local rules are 
available in web format 
for online viewing, as 
well as in PDF format 
for download. 

E ffective March 1, 
2007, the Arizona 

bankruptcy court 
adopted an entire new 
set of Local Rules of 
Bankruptcy Procedure.  
These new local rules 
replace the Local Rules 
enacted in September 
1996.  Those rules had 
been amended numer-
ous times since 1996 by 
General Orders, the 
most significant of 
which was the ECF 
Operating Orders that 
established Electronic 
Case Filing for the 
court.    
 
To draft new local 
rules, a  Local Rules 
Committee, comprised 
of attorneys and trus-
tees from Phoenix and 
Tucson, Judge 
Randolph J. Haines, 
and a representative 
from the bankruptcy 
clerk’s office,  was 
formed.  The main fo-
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Five judges from the Court 
of Appeals in the Philip-
pines received hands-on 
ECF instruction and elec-
tronic case management 
training at the Tucson office 
of the Arizona bankruptcy 
court March 13.  Bank-
ruptcy judge Eileen W.  
Hollowell, who recently 
returned from a commercial 
law assessment for Booz 
Allen Hamilton and USAID 
in the Philippines, arranged 
for the Tucson court to host 
the training. 
 
The Philippines Court of 
Appeals justices traveled to 
Tucson on a study tour 

judges and systems staff in 
every phase of this process.  
Chief  Deputy Mike Temple 
and Operations Manager 
Randy Merrill followed with 
a demonstration and discus-
sion of the CM/ECF data 
structure and the program’s 
reporting capabilities.  The 
justices then logged into 
ECF with judge-level pass-
words and accessed E-
Orders, a feature that greatly 
impressed the group with its 
convenience and ease of 
use. A follow-up telephonic 
or video conference is tenta-
tively planned to allow the 
judges to further explore 
features of CM/ECF . 

sponsored by the USAID 
project.  During their week-
long stay in Arizona, the 
judges also met  with the 
Arizona Court of Appeals, 
Divisions One and Two, and 
with Arizona Supreme Court 
Chief  Justice Ruth 
McGregor.  
 
A major goal of the judges’ 
study tour was to acquire 
information for the develop-
ment of an automated case 
flow management system for 
the Philippines Court of Ap-
peals.  Judge Hollowell intro-
duced the ECF training ses-
sion by stressing the impor-
tance of involving both 

Philippines Court of Appeals Judges Receive  
Training in ECF, Case Flow Management from USBC  

The judges in ECF training  with Mike Temple and 
Randy Merrill. 

Judge Eileen W. Hollowell in conversation with one of  
the Philippine judges and Roger Hanson, consultant to 
USAID. 

Cindy Turnbull, Courtroom Deputy to Judge James M. 
Marlar, chats with one of the Philippine justices. 

Judge Hollowell’s law clerk, Betsy Strange, with three of 
the visiting judges. 
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Court Initiates Remote Self-Help  
Center Project; Clerk Inaugurates  
Community Visits At Population Centers 

P ublic education and 
assistance has been a 

key component of the  
Arizona bankruptcy 
court’s mission from the 
inception of accomplishing 
such goals through a vig-
orous pursuit of strategic 
planning.  In support of 
this strategic goal, the 
court has set out to estab-
lish a fully integrated self-
help system throughout 
the state for the public. 
The on-site Self-Help Cen-
ter established at the Phoe-
nix courthouse in February 
2005 has successfully per-
formed its outreach func-
tion for the past two years, 
and the on-site Self-Help 
Center at the Walsh court-
house in Tucson was 
launched in February 
2007.  The court has now 
turned its attention to self-
help visits to population 
centers in remote loca-
tions.   
 
Clerk of Court Terry 
Miller and Operations 
Manager Randy Merrill 
made the first of these 
visits on January 23, to the 
Bullhead City office of the 
Mohave Count Superior 
Court.  They answered 
questions from 341 Meet-

ing attendees and a few 
walk-in visitors at that loca-
tion and distributed bank-
ruptcy forms and informa-
tion.  
 
A second self-help site visit 
is planned this spring to the 
Superior Court building in 
Florence.  To publicize the 
bankruptcy court’s self-help  
program, a public notice will 
be placed in the local news-
paper and information on 
the site visit will also be fea-
tured on the Florence com-
munity website and the 
community cable channel.
   
Self-Help Center visits are 
tentatively projected for the 
communities of ShowLow, 
Prescott Valley, Flagstaff, 
Sierra Vista, and Casa 
Grande.  The Bankruptcy 
Section of the Arizona State 
Bar and its Volunteer Law-
yer Project are assisting the 
court with the coordination 
of site visits and plan to im-
plement an 800 number for 
free attorney consultation 
during the self-help visits.  
Any attorney interested in 
contributing to the court’s 
self-help system, either by 
volunteering to assist the 
public on site in Phoenix or 
Tucson or by being available 

through the toll free 
number, is encouraged to 
contact Diane L. Drain, 
Esq. at 602-246-7106 or 
Terry Miller at 602-682-
4020.   
 
Future plans may include 
having court staff travel 
on a rotating basis to pro-
vide assistance at remote 
self-help centers.  As a 
first step in setting up 
more permanent remote 
self-help centers through-
out the state, the court 
also hopes to leverage its 
new public website by 
ensuring that public ser-
vice facilities such as li-
braries, community col-
leges, and tribal centers 
have the court site fea-
tured on their public ac-
cess computers.  The new 
website has web pages 
specifically geared to 
debtors and creditors. 
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Chief District Judges Pictured  
at Arizona District Conference 

The District of Arizona held its annual district conference Feb. 9 in Tucson.  The program 
included reports on the state of the Ninth Circuit and the district and bankruptcy courts in 
Arizona.  Pictured here are Chief Judge Mary M. Schroeder, who has chambers in Phoenix, 
flanked by Chief District Judge John M. Roll of Tucson, right, and Chief Bankruptcy Judge 
Redfield T. Baum, Sr., of Phoenix.  The conference was sponsored by the Arizona Ninth 
Circuit Lawyer Representatives and the Tucson and Phoenix chapters of the Federal Bar 
Association. 

Post-BAPCPA Pro Se Bankruptcy Filings  
Show Decline August 2006-February 2007 

Since July 31, 2006, the ratio 
of pro se bankruptcy filings 
to attorney filings received 
by the court has shown a 
decline of three to four per-
cent.  The current 32 to 35 
percent pro se filings is 
somewhat higher than the 
pre-BAPCPA rate of 28 to 
30 percent, although it ap-
pears to be trending down-
wards towards the pre-
BAPCPA level. 

By Michael Temple, Chief Deputy 

 Chapter 7 Chapter 13 Overall 

Pro Se 32 percent 35 percent 33 percent 

Attorney 68 percent 65 percent 67 percent 

Pro Se Filings Under BAPCPA 
10/17/2005-2/28/2007 

 Chapter 7 Chapter 13 Overall 

Pro Se 36 percent 38 percent 36 percent 

Attorney 64 percent 62 percent 64 percent 

BAPCPA Filings Through 7/31/2006 
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New bankruptcy cases filed 
under BAPCPA, continue 
to be filed at a much lower 
rate than prior to the effec-
tive date of BAPCPA 
(October 2005).  While 
monthly filings under BAP-
CPA have increased from 
303 total cases in January 
2006 to 687 cases in Octo-
ber 2006, total filings for 
2006 were 6,479 cases, rep-
resenting an 83.5 percent 
decline from the 39,204 
cases filed in 2005. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Before BAP-
CPA, 81.7 percent 
of the cases filed 
were Chapter 7 cases 
while 17.6 percent were 
Chapter 13 cases.  Under 
BAPCPA, that has 
changed to 77.2  percent 
for Chapter 7 cases and 
20.6 percent for Chapter 
13 cases.  Whether or not 
this is a trend remains to 
be seen, as these figures 
only represent 15 months 
of filings under the new 
law. 
 
 

Case filings for January 2007 
were 592 new cases filed; 
and for February 2007, 660.   
 
One other item to mention 
about case filings under 
BAPCPA is the ratio of 
Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 
cases to total filings that the 
court receives.  Comparing 
cases filed before and then 
after BAPCPA, the ratio of 
Chapter 7 cases as a percent-
age of total cases has de-
creased slightly while Chap-
ter13 cases have increased a 
few percentage points.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 Bankruptcy Case Filings Decline 83.5 
Percent from 39,204 Cases Filed in 2005 

By Terrence S. Miller, Clerk of Court 

B2006 Bankruptcy Case Filings 
January 2006 303 July 2006 514 

February 2006 357 August 2006 617 

March 2006 557 September 2006 582 

April 2006 560 October 2006 687 

May 2006 551 November 2006 646 

June 2006 566 December 2006 539 

Total 2006 Filings: 6,479 
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The Arizona bankruptcy 
court’s redesigned website, 
launched December 27, 
2006, includes a searchable 
unclaimed funds database.  
This database is updated 
daily. 

The unclaimed funds list 
may be searched and sorted 
by case name, filing office, 

contacts for the Phoe-
nix, Tucson, and Yuma 
offices are listed on the 
unclaimed funds web page.   

Since the fund recipient 
and an unclaimed funds 
locator may file duplicate 
Applications to Pay Un-
claimed Funds to Claim-
ant, a Notice of With-
drawal of the application 
has been added to the Un-
claimed Funds docket 
events in CM/ECF.  A 
downloadable packet of 
required forms to retrieve 
unclaimed funds will be 
available before the end of 
this year. 

case number, or fund recipi-
ent name.  Alternatively, 
these fields may be left blank 
to bring up the complete list 
of unclaimed funds.   

So that unclaimed fund re-
cipients can receive assis-
tance and required forms, 
local and 800 phone num-
bers for Financial Services 

New Features of Court’s Redesigned Website 
Include Searchable Unclaimed Funds Database 

What is a Virtual Minute Entry? 
 
 

Have you ever clicked on the docket number for a minute entry and found that the minute entry does not 
open?  If so, you are more than likely looking at a virtual minute entry.  The below docket entry is an exam-
ple.  The docket number does not contain the hyperlink which takes you to the minute entry.  Instead, the 
full contents of the minute entry, including the subject of the hearing, the appearances, and the proceedings, 
are already on the docket and viewable. 

No hyperlink 

Instead, you can see the 
subject of the hearing, ap-
pearances, and proceedings 
right on the docket. 

By Lorraine Davis, courtroom deputy to Chief Judge Redfield T. Baum 
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USBC Newsletter Marks 20th Anniversary  

U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Newsletter Seal, May 1, 1987 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court  
Newsletter Seal, January 1, 2007 

The Masthead and Delivery Method Have Changed;  
The Newsletter’s Mission Remains the Same 
By Marta Labus 

 
 

T he first U.S. Bankruptcy Court newsletter appeared on May 1, 1987.  The masthead read, “The Bank-
ruptcy Newsletter.”  Page One also contained a mission statement that outlined the goal for the new 

publication and can be applied to all subsequent issues, including the current newsletter:  “The bankruptcy 
newsletter is a quarterly publication designed to provide information and procedural policies of the court to the attention of the 
public and the bar and to serve as a training tool for improving our working relationship.” 

The first newsletter packed a wealth of information into its three pages.  The masthead lists four bankruptcy 
judges:  Chief Judge Robert G. Mooreman and judges Lawrence Ollason, George B. Nielsen, Jr., and Sarah 
Sharer Curley. 

Õ A list of current filing fees was also included in the first issue:  The fee for a Chapter 11 filing was $500;  
the fee for filing either a Chapter 7 or a Chapter 13 bankruptcy was set at $90.  Filing an adversary com-
plaint required a fee of $120.  The copy fee, however, was the same in 1987 as in 2007:  $ .50 per page. 

Õ In contrast to current filing trends, bankruptcy filings showed a strong upward trend when the first 
bankruptcy newsletter was published, having increased 58% from 1985 to 1986.  Through March 1987, 
filings again increased 58% over the same period in the previous year.  “If this trend continues, bank-
ruptcy filings in 1987 will more than double over 1985 filings,” the newsletter reported. 

 
Õ In May 1987, the United States Trustee program had not yet been implemented for the District of Ari-

zona.  The newsletter announced its inauguration as scheduled for mid-1988. 
 
Õ The court had only two offices in 1987, the Phoenix and Tucson locations.  The court’s Yuma Office 

officially opened on January 2, 1992. 
 
Õ The first newsletter was published at the Phoenix Office location, the courthouse and federal building at 

230 N. 1st Avenue.  Since USBC Phoenix returned to its original home at 230 in 2004, the current issue 
has the same place of publication.  It is also worth noting that the court’s current Administrative Ser-
vices Manager, Linda Broz, was “The Bankruptcy Newsletter’s” founder and initial editor. 
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Installation of new, energy-efficient windows on Scott Street 
façade via crane elevator.    

View of new windows in Judge Eileen W. Hollowell’s 
courtroom. 

Close-up of the new courtroom windows. 

GSA photos of the recently installed energy-efficient windows at the home of the Tucson Divi-
sional Office of  the Arizona bankruptcy court, the Walsh Courthouse on Scott Street. 
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United States Bankruptcy Court 
District of Arizona 

Filing Statistics Analysis 
Calendar Year 2006 vs. 2007  
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United States Bankruptcy Court 
District of Arizona 

Filing Statistics Analysis 
Calendar Year 2006 vs. 2007  
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